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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

Romans 6:1-11 
 
Begin by having everyone read from Romans 6:1-11. 
 
Romans 6:1-11 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  
2May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  
3Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been 
baptized into His death?  
4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  
5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also 
be in the likeness of His resurrection,  
6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be 
done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;  
7for he who has died is freed from sin. 
8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  
9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer 
is master over Him.  
10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 
God.  
11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Review Romans 1-5 
 
Question: Thematically speaking, what has Paul written about thus far? 

 
Questions: 

1. What is sin? 
2. What is justification? 
3. What is sanctification? 

 
1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  
 
“What shall we say then?” is a connector sentence. 

♦ It connects chapter 6 with chapter 5. 
♦ Therefore, it is important to know to what it is referring. 

 
Question: To what is the connector sentence referring? 
 
Paul answers with a question, “Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?” 
 
Share Thought: Share if you have ever had the thought that it is okay to continue in a 
particular sin because God is gracious to forgive and you will be forgiven the moment you ask 
for it. 
 
2May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  
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Paul answers with an extremely strong statement, “May it never be!” 

♦ This phrase literally means “let it not be” or “unthinkable”. 
♦ Pastor Cory shared an example from the movie, The Princess Bride. 

 
Question: Rate the movie, The Princess Bride and if you have not seen it, why not? 
 
Paul then addresses the exclamation with a semi-rhetorical question.  In the question, he 
answers the point of the exclamation. 
 
Question: What is the reason why we should never live in sin? 
 
Question: What does it mean to have “died to sin”? 
 
3Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been 
baptized into His death?  
4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life.  
5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall 
also be in the likeness of His resurrection,  
6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;  
7for he who has died is freed from sin. 
8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  
9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no 
longer is master over Him.  
10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He 
lives to God.  
11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Paul then uses baptism as a vivid illustration of what it means to die to sin. 
Rather than exposit the remaining verses, the emphasis will be on baptism. 
 
Note: Paul’s major reason for verses 3-11 is not to teach on baptism, but to use baptism as an 
illustration of what he is trying to teach.  This means that people had and must have an 
understanding of the symbolism of baptism to fully appreciate his argument against continuing 
to sin. 
 
Question: Describe how the act of baptism by immersion illustrates the idea of being dead to 
sin and living a new life. 
 
Paul is teaching us that we have died to sin and taken on the righteousness of Christ.   

♦ If we have died to sin, then we should be in the process of sinning less and less and 
obeying the Lord more and more in our lives.  

♦ This process is called “sanctification” or to be made holy. 
♦ This would be an exceedingly impossible task, if it were not for the Holy Spirit within us.  

Without the Spirit, we have no ability to become like Jesus – to become holy. 
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Remember: God is more concerned about our holiness than our happiness. 
♦ We sin because we think it will make us happy or bring us something that is lacking in 

our lives.  However, what we discover is that fulfilling sinful desires only satisfies 
temporarily and actually creates a deeper longing within us.  

♦ Sin does not bring happiness but rather it does the exact opposite.  It leads to 
unhappiness, death and destruction. 

 
Share Thought: Name a common sin that people engage in thinking that it will bring them 
happiness. 
 
Final Share Thought: Describe your baptism if you have been 
baptized or share why you have not been baptized. 


