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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

First Sunday of Advent 
 
Read Luke 2:1-20. 
 
Luke 2:20 
14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”  
 In the birth announcement of Jesus, the Angels make a declaration of peace. 
 
 Share Thoughts:  

1. Share your definition of “peace” (what does peace mean to you?). 
2. Share a way the world tries to bring peace into people’s lives. 

 
Definition of Peace according to Webster: 

♦ State of tranquility or quiet – as freedom from civil disturbance. 
♦ A state of security or order within a community provided for by law or custom. 

 
The New Testament word for peace in the Bible is greatly influenced by the Hebrew word, 
“shalom”. 

 
Definition of “Shalom” 

♦ Shalom means "to be complete" or "to be sound."  
♦ Shalom means “to live well” or “to have wholeness in life”. 
♦ Shalom means to have a right relationship between two parties or people, usually 

through a covenant. 
 

Question: According to verse 14, who will experience this peace and what does it mean? 
 
Read John 14:25-27 
 
John 14:25-27 
25“These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you.  
26“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  
27“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 
 
Based upon what Jesus says about peace in John 14:25-27, there are four facts we can learn 
about the peace that comes from knowing Jesus. 
Four Facts about Christmas Peace 

1. Christmas Peace is given not earned. 
2. Christmas Peace comes only from Jesus. 
3. Christmas Peace is different than worldly peace. 
4. Christmas Peace reduces stress and turmoil. 

 
Question: In each small group, discuss how these four facts are derived from what Jesus said 
in John 14:25-27. 
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1. Christmas Peace is given not earned. 
 

2. Christmas Peace comes only from Jesus. 
 

3. Christmas Peace is different than worldly peace. 
 

4. Christmas Peace reduces stress and turmoil. 
 
Question: Given the context of John 14 (read the chapter from the beginning), why did Jesus 
teach about peace. 
 
In the message, it was shared how to receive Christmas Peace. 
Here are the steps… rather than discuss them, share from the Share Thought about them. 
 
How to receive Christmas Peace 

1. Accept God’s pardon. 
Romans 5:1 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

  
2. Abide in God’s presence. 

Isaiah 26:3 (NAS) “The steadfast of mind Thou wilt keep in perfect peace, because he 
trusts in You.”  

 
3. Apply God’s principles. 

Psalm 119:165-166 “Those who love Thy law have great peace, and nothing cause 
them to stumble.  I hope for Thy salvation, O Lord, and do Thy commandments.” 

 
4. Agree to God’s plan. 

John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.” 
 
Final Share Thoughts (everyone share from number one, then choose another if there is 
time): 

1. Share if you have accepted God’s pardon and asked Jesus to be your Lord and Savior.  
Also share how it happened or where you are in your spiritual journey if you have not. 
 

2. Of the four steps or ways of receiving Christmas Peace, share if you have ever 
experienced Christmas Peace (the peace that comes from Jesus) because of one of the 
steps. 
 

3. Share how one of the steps has brought you peace in the past. 
 


