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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

Romans 7:1-6 
 
Begin by having everyone read from Romans 7:1-6. 
 
Romans 7:1-6 
1Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has 
jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  
2For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband 
dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  
3So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an adulteress 
though she is joined to another man. 
4Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so 
that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit for God.  
5For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at 
work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.  
6But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, 
so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 
 
The Principle that Laws are for the Living 
1Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the 
law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  
“Brethren” – This word normally refers to Paul’s Jewish brethren. 

♦ Paul wants to make sure that Jews knew that he was referring to them and not just the 
Gentiles. 

♦ He wants the Jew to know that he is including the Mosaic Laws in what he is saying. 
♦ The Jews held the Mosaic Laws in highest esteem and lived their lives according to it. 

 
“The law” 

♦ There is an indefinite article modifying the word, “law”. 
♦ This means that Paul is referring to any and all laws and not just the Mosaic Laws. 

 
The jurisdiction of laws 

♦ Paul is saying that laws, any law, have no jurisdiction over a person once they are dead. 
♦ If the law-breaker dies, they are no longer subject to prosecution or punishment. 

 
Question: Can you think of any circumstance where a dead person is liable to breaking a law? 
 
Question: For this next section, begin by asking the small groups to discuss their 
understanding of the vows of marriage.  Is a couple married both now and for evermore, that 
is, on earth and in heaven? 
 
Paul’s example of marriage law 
2For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her 
husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband.  
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3So then, if while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called 
an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an 
adulteress though she is joined to another man. 
 
Question: According to verses 2-3, what can you deduce about marriages in heaven? 
 
Question: What other law is impacted when a spouse dies? 
 
The Purpose for the Principle 
4Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of 
Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in 
order that we might bear fruit for God.  
5For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, 
were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.  
 
Questions:  

♦ In Romans 6, Paul teaches that we have died to sin.  In other words, sin no longer has 
mastery over us.  Sinful attitudes, desires and behaviors no longer have to rule us.  Now 
in Romans 7, Paul is teaching that we are ALSO made to die to the law through the 
body of Christ.  According to verses 4 and 5, what does it mean to die to the Law and 
what is the purpose for having died to the law? 

♦ What parallel does he draw in these verses? 
 
The Pronouncement of Paul 
6But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were 
bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 
 
Question: What does it mean to be released from the Law?  Also, share what Paul is telling us 
to do now that we are released from the Law. 
 
Final Share Thought: Share ways in which you have served God in 
the newness of the Spirit in your life. 

♦ Share opportunities to serve (OTS) within our church family. 
♦ Share OTS outside our church family. 


