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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

Romans 8:17-25 
 
Begin by having everyone read from Romans 8:17-25 
 
Romans 8:17-25 (NAS) 
17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 
with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.  
19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  
20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, 
in hope  
21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God.  
22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until 
now.  
23And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our body.  
24For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what 
he already sees?  
25But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
 
 
Beginning question: Share an experience of suffering from your life. 
 
I. Suffering is Personal (verses 17-18) 
Romans 8:17-18 
17and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
 
Suffering is personal in that people suffer. 
  
Word Study of ‘suffer’ and ‘suffering’. 

♦ To suffer means to feel or bear what is painful, disagreeable or distressing, either to the 
body or mind. 

♦ It is related to the word, ‘passion’. 
♦ Hence, the passion of Christ means the suffering of Christ. 

 
According to verse 17b, in order to be glorified with Jesus we must experience suffering. 

♦ “…if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” 
 
 
This is validated by Peter. 
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♦ 1 Peter 4:13 “…but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on 
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.” 

♦ There is a relationship between suffering and understanding the glory found in Jesus. 
 
Two familiar adages on suffering: 

1. No pain, no gain. 
2. No cross, no crown. 

 
Paul is saying, “No suffering, no splendor”. 
 
The word, ‘sufferings’, is the same word used to describe the sufferings of Christ. 

♦ Jesus experienced incredible physical sufferings when He went to the cross. 
♦ Jesus also experienced extreme mental and spiritual sufferings in His final days on 

earth. 
 
Romans 8:18a says, “For I consider…” 

♦ The word, ‘consider’, refers to numerical calculations. 
♦ For example, 2 + 2 = 4 is a numerical calculation. 
♦ One of the things most people would agree upon is that 2 + 2 always equals 4. 
♦ In the same way, Paul is saying that the conclusion that is reached in verse 18 is as 

sure as 2 + 2 = 4. 
 
What’s the conclusion? – Suffering precedes glory. 

♦ If we fail to experience sufferings and difficulties in life, our fallen hearts would become 
more affectionate toward the comforts and pleasures of this world, which are temporal 
at best. 

♦ John Piper: “Suffering is appointed to us in this life as a great mercy to keep us from 
loving this world more than we should and to make us rely on God who raises the 
dead.” 

♦ The glory revealed to us when we suffer is far greater than any actual sufferings we 
may experience in this life. 

 
There is a present and a future component to the glory we will experience. 
 
Note: Personal suffering gets our attention. 

♦ 2 Corinthians 1:3-4  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God.” 

♦ The conjunction ‘so that’ means that God has a purpose for our afflictions. 
♦ In part, it is His way of getting our attention. 
♦ C.S. Lewis said, “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but 

shouts in our pains; it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 
 
Small Group Time: Share a time when you witnessed someone you know suffer and it led to 
good. 
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II. Suffering is universal (Verses 19-22) 
Romans 8:19-22  
19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 
God.  
20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope  
21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now.  
 
In each of the four verses, there is a reference to creation, which means everything and 
everyone in the material world suffers. 

♦ In verse 19, creation is anxiously waiting to deliverance. 
♦ In verse 20, creation and not just humanity is subject to futility. 
♦ In verse 21, creation needs to be set free from slavery to sin. 
♦ In verse 22, creation groans and suffers from pain. 

 
It is not just humans that suffer, but all of creation. 
 
Exhortation: Don’t overly personalize your sufferings. 

♦ There are times when our sufferings are the direct result of our sinfulness. 
♦ Illus: If I decide to drink alcohol and get drunk and then drive and I crash my car and 

suffer severe injuries, my suffering is a direct result of my sin. 
♦ Illus: If someone else gets drunk and hits me, it is the result of their sin and not mine as 

opposed to was there something I did to cause me to get hit by a drunk driver. 
♦ When you experience suffering, it may be the result of general sin as opposed to 

personal sin. 
 
Small Group Time: Share what you thought of Pastor Cory’s illustrations about not over 
personalizing our sufferings (that sometimes it is the result of universal or global sin and 
suffering). 
 
 
III. Suffering is judicial (Verse 20) 
Romans 8:20 “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it…” 
 
Verse 20 teaches us that God subjected creation to its current state. 
 
Looking back at Genesis, God’s judgment came upon humanity as a result of sin. 

♦ All of creation was subjected to the consequence of the original sin. 
♦ Therefore, it is not a natural state of affairs, but a judicial state of affairs – it is the 

penalty of sin. 
 
Suffering in this world is the result of our sinfulness. 
 
Small Group Time: Share how you would answer the question, “If God is loving, why does He 
allow suffering to go on in this world?” 
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IV. God’s promises in the midst of suffering (Verses 18-25) 
Romans 8:18-25 
18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
19For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of 
God.  
20For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope  
21that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
22For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now.  
23And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our body.  
24For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for 
what he already sees?  
25But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
 
Suffering will be replaced by glory. 
Romans 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 
 
Romans 8:19 “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 
sons of God.” 
 
In these verses, there is a future and present component. 

♦ For example: It is most clearly seen in verse 23 where Paul speaks of Christians 
eagerly awaiting their adoption as sons through the redemption of their bodies, which is 
the resurrection. 

♦ Our resurrection occurs after death, yet we are also adopted children of God in this life 
and we do not need to wait for the resurrection to happen to be considered a child of 
God. 

♦ However, our sufferings will eventually be totally replaced by glory when we die and go 
to be with the Lord in a resurrected body. 

♦ There is also a present component of glory in the midst of suffering. 
 
Word Study: “Glory” 

♦ Various forms of this word, ‘glory’, appear 167 times in the New Testament. 
♦ The verb literally means “to exercise a personal opinion, which determines positive 

worth or value”. 
♦ The word, ‘glory’, conveys God's infinite, intrinsic worth. 

 
The word, “revealed to us”, means to uncover what is hidden. 

♦ Paul is saying that in the life to come and in this life we will see that the intrinsic worth of 
God is far greater than our sufferings. 
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Small Group Time: Pastor Cory used the example of cancer patients who saw the glory of 
God while they suffered from the disease.  Share if you know of anyone who exemplified this 
to you. 
 
Suffering will be remediated by hope. 
Romans 8:20 “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope…” 
 
Romans 8:22 “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now.” 

♦ It’s the pain of childbirth and not the pain of death. 
♦ The pain of childbirth is temporary. 
♦ The pain of childbirth results in a blessing. 

 
Romans 8:24-25 “For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who 
hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance 
we wait eagerly for it.” 

♦ Our hope is based on what we cannot see meaning that it is not based on 
circumstances but on spiritual realities. 

♦ When a person knows Jesus, there is always hope. 
 
 
Suffering will be redeemed by our resurrection. 
Romans 8:23 “And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption 
of our body.” 
 
Our final redemption from sufferings in this life comes when the final act of our adoption 
becomes final and we are resurrected with a body like the resurrected Jesus. 
 
 
Small Group Time: For those who saw the movie, The Drop Box, share how God’s glory was 
revealed through the pain and suffering of Pastor Lee taking care of his son, Eun-man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


