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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

Romans 9:1-5 
 
Begin by having everyone read from Romans 9:1-5 
 
Romans 9:1-5 
1I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy 
Spirit,  
2that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.  
3For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,  
4who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants 
and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises,  
5whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, 
God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
Beginning question: Share three things you know about modern day Israel. 
 
I. History of the Church in Rome 

A. There were Jews in Rome prior to the time of Christ. 
1. There is physical evidence of Jews in Rome prior to the establishment of the church 

in Rome, such as identifying inscriptions of synagogues. 
2. There is literary evidence from Roman historians and legal documents from notables 

such as Cicero in 59 B.C. and Josephus. 
 
B. Paul did not plant the church at Rome. 

1. Paul stated that he had not even visited the church at Rome prior to his arrest and 
imprisonment there. 
a. Romans 15:23 “…but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and 

since I have had for many years a longing to come to you.” 
b. He states that he longed to come to them for years. 

 
2. The church at Rome was probably started by Non-Apostolic Jews during the 

persecution of the church in Jerusalem. 
a. Acts 2:10 records visitors from Rome during Pentecost. 
b. Acts 6:9 and 8:1 speaks of the dispersion of the Jewish Christians due to 

persecution, some of whom probably went to Rome. 
 

C. Because Paul did not plant the church at Rome, his authority and credibility was not the 
same as with his daughter churches. 
1. Paul did not have the credibility of a church father. 
2. So he laid out the gospel in the first eight chapters of his letter and ended his letter 

with a list of references. 
 

D. Paul wrote the Letter to the Romans around 55 A.D. during his third missionary journey. 
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E. Jewish leadership and authority in the church at Rome diminished or vanished from the 
time it was planted to the time Paul wrote his letter to Rome. 
1. Most of the Jews were expelled from Rome around 19 A.D. 
2. Evidence shows, however, that starting with the reign of Tiberius, Romans viewed 

the Jewish population with suspicion.  
3. In 19 A.D. Tiberius had dealt with perceived Jewish liabilities by removing many 

Jews from Rome.  
4. Finally, Claudius laid down a similar edict around 49 A.D. 
5. Church leadership was then in the hands of Gentile believers. 
 

F. As Jewish Christians returned to Rome, conflict arose between them and the Gentiles in 
the church. 
1. All of Paul’s letters address some sort of problem or conflict in the church to whom 

he wrote. 
2. In the case of his letter to Rome, it was probably due to the conflict between Gentile 

and Jewish Christians. 
 
 
Small Group Time: Share of any church conflicts you have observed or been a part of in your 
life (Evergreen SGV included) and how it was resolved or if it was resolved.  In either case, 
spend a few moments praying for the situation. 
 
 
II. The Great Parenthesis 

A. In the King James Version of the Bible, the translators put parentheses around Romans 
9-11. 

 
B. What is a ‘parenthesis’? 

1. Definition of ‘Parenthesis’ – “a word, clause, or sentence inserted as an explanation 
or afterthought into a passage that is grammatically complete without it, in writing 
usually marked off by curved brackets, dashes, or commas.” 

2. Webster – “a remark or passage that departs from the theme of a discourse”. 
3. In most cases, a parenthetical thought or idea is not necessary to the main thought 

or idea that is being conveyed. 
 

C. Why the parenthesis? 
1. Romans 1-8 have a logical progression and flow to it. 
2. The flow of Romans picks up at Chapter 12. 
3. And so many commentators and even translators believe Romans 9-11 to be a side 

comment or a parenthetical statement by Paul. 
 

D. Quote from John MacArthur: 
“Throughout church history, however this passage has often been misunderstood.  
Some commentators and expositors all but ignore it.  Others treat it as a parenthesis 
that has little, if any, connection with the rest of the letter.  They take it as an aside in 
which Paul expresses personal concern and insights about his fellow Jews.  According 
to those interpreters, the central message of justification by faith is interrupted at the 
beginning of chapter 9 and resumes at the beginning of chapter 12.” 
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E. One of two conclusions can be drawn because of the parenthesis around Romans 9-11. 
1. Conclusion #1 is that these chapters are historical in nature and a side comment by 

Paul about his concerns for his fellow Jews. 
 

2. Conclusion #2 is that chapters 9-11 are meant for Christians and not for the people 
of Israel, which is the basis for Replacement Theology, which says that the Church 
has replaced Israel as God’s people. 

 
F. Many commentator, translators, early church fathers, reformers and even modern 

theologians have adopted the view that Romans 9-11 is parenthetical in thought. 
 

Small Group Time: After hearing the message on Sunday, share what you think about the 
idea of a parenthesis around Romans 9-11. 
 
 
III. God, the Promise Keeper 

A. There should be no parenthesis in the Book of Romans. 
 

B. It is understandable why the commentators, translators, church fathers and reformers 
considered Romans 9-11 as a parenthesis. 
 

C. I think that the direction of their thinking that Romans 9-11 was a parenthesis was 
understandable. 
1. Why? Because there was no nation of Israel from 70 A.D. 
2. There were Jews, but no nation of Israel. 

 
D. Terminology distinctions. 

1. A Jew. 
a. A Jew is “someone whose religion is Judaism, who is descended from Jewish 

people, or who participates in the culture surrounding Judaism.”  Merriam 
Webster. 

b. A Jew is “a member of the people and cultural community whose traditional 
religion is Judaism and who trace their origins through the ancient Hebrew 
people of Israel to Abraham.”  Web Definition. 

 
2. A Hebrew: 

a. A Hebrew is “a member of an ancient group of people who lived mostly in the 
kingdom of Israel and practiced Judaism.”  Merriam Webster. 

b. A Hebrew is “a member of an ancient people living in what is now Israel and 
Palestine and, according to biblical tradition, descended from the patriarch 
Jacob, grandson of Abraham.”  Web Definition. 

 
3. Israelite: 

a. An Israelite is “a descendant of the Hebrew patriarch Jacob; specifically: a native 
or inhabitant of the ancient northern kingdom of Israel.”  Merriam Webster. 

b. An Israelite is “a member of the ancient Hebrew nation, especially in the period 
from the Exodus to the Babylonian Captivity.” Web Definition. 

 
E. Jew, Hebrew and Israelite. 



4 
 

1. Generally speaking, the terms Hebrews, Jews, and Israelites all refer to the same 
people – the nation which sprang from Abraham through Isaac and Jacob. 

 
2. Each term emphasizes some historical aspect of their origin or background. 
 
3. The term Hebrew is first used in the scriptures to refer to Abraham (Genesis 14:13).  

a. Then it is used of Joseph (Genesis 39:14, 17) and the other descendants of 
Abraham through Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 40:15; 43:32).  

b. The term does, however, identify the nation as descendants of Abraham 
 
4. The name of Jacob, the son of Isaac (Genesis 25:26) who was the promised son of 

Abraham (Genesis 17:19), was changed to Israel when he wrestled with a man of 
God (Genesis 32:28).  
a. Hence, the descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob (Israel) made up 

the nation of Israel and were sometimes called Israelites (Exodus 9:7).  
b. When the nation divided, the ten northern tribes gave themselves the name 

Israel and the two southern tribes became known as Judah.  
c. Both nations were taken captive: Israel was taken captive by the Assyrians and 

Judah was later taken captive by the Babylonians.  
d. When the Babylonian captivity ended, exiles of both nations, Israel and Judah, 

returned to their homeland and were again united under the designation of Israel. 
 
5. The term Jews was first used to describe the inhabitants of Judah, the name taken 

by the two southern tribes of the nation of Israel during the division (2 Kings 6:6 
25:25).  
a. After the Babylonian captivity, the meaning was extended to embrace all of 

Israel.  
b. It is suggested by some that this name may have been given to all Israel at this 

time because the larger portion of the remnant of the covenant people were from 
Judah (New Unger Bible Dictionary).  

c. Jew or Jews is often used to contrast or to distinguish this nation from 
Samaritans, Gentiles, or proselytes (John 4:9; Romans 2:9; Acts 2:10). 

 
F. The Post Resurrection history of the nation of Israel. 

1. In 70 A.D., the second Temple is destroyed by the Romans and approximately one 
million Jews are killed and most of the survivors are sold into slavery or scattered 
into the nations. However, a small remnant of Jewish people remained in the Land 
throughout the dispersion. 

2. In 135 A.D. A Jewish uprising is quashed and Jews are barred from Jerusalem for 
several centuries. The Romans plough over Jerusalem and rename the land ‘Syria 
Palestina’ to eradicate the memory of the Jewish presence there.  

3. Over the next 19 centuries the religious Jews in exile include the amidah prayer in 
their daily devotions – a heart-cry to God for their restoration to their beloved 
Jerusalem so they could once again become a nation. 

 
G. Main thing is that the terms are always used to describe a people that sprang from 

Abraham through Isaac and Jacob. 
 

H. Remember: God chose a man named Abraham and the nation that would come forth 
from him through Isaac and Jacob. 
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I. Three reasons why the parenthesis should be removed? 

1. Romans 9-11 were probably the main reason for the letter. 
a. Paul wrote his letter to churches to resolve problems that arose in those 

churches. 
b. What was the issue in the church at Rome? 
c. There was conflict between Gentile Believers and Jewish Believers. 
d. Therefore, Romans 9-11 was probably the very reason why Paul wrote that letter 

in the first place because these chapters addresses the place of Israel and the 
Jews in God’s plan for His church. 

 
2. In 1948, Israel became a nation once again. 

a. This was the fulfillment of prophecy. 
b. Ezekiel 36:24 “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands 

and bring you into your own land.” 
c. Israel becoming a nation once again was an incredible miracle of God. 
d. God used the holocaust for good. 

(1) The Holocaust motivated large numbers of immigrants to move to the new 
country, providing the necessary population. 

(2) Secondly, the Holocaust enabled Israel to pressure Germany into supplying 
the economic base necessary to build infrastructure and support those 
immigrants. 

(3) Finally, the Holocaust swayed world opinion so that the United Nations 
approved the State of Israel in 1948. 

 
3. God is a promise keeper. 

a. God made a promise to Abraham. 
b. Genesis 12:2-3 “And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those 
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.” 

c. Jews, Hebrews or Israelites are the direct descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 

d. God does not go back on His promises. 
 

Small Group Time: 
1. Share your understanding of what happened during the holocaust and whether or not 

you think it played a role in Israel being granted statehood. 
2. Share why is it important for God not to be a promise breaker. 
3. Share a promise of God that you embrace for your life (you may share more than one). 
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Thought: We will have eternity to celebrate the victories, but only a few hours before sunset to 
win them. 

                – Amy Carmichael, Missionary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


