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Evergreen SGV 
BRANCH MINISTRIES SERMON NOTES 

Selected Passages for Memorial Day Message 
 
Note: There will be scriptures to read for most of the points of the outline.  Select when you 
would like your branch to read them. 
 
Beginning question: Share how you feel about death. 
 
I. Four uncomfortable facts about death 

A. Death is inevitable. 
1. Eventually, everyone dies. 
2. Ecclesiastes 2:16  “For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the 

fool, inasmuch as in the coming days all will be forgotten. And how the wise man 
and the fool alike die!” 

3. Ecclesiastes 2:16 (GN) “We must all die, wise and fool alike.” 
4. No one escapes death. 

 
Teaching Leader: Share how you feel about the inevitability of death. 

 
B. Death is physical. 

1. Death is the cessation of life below (on earth). 
2. Ecclesiastes 3:19 “For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the 

same. As one dies so dies the other; indeed, they all have the same breath and 
there is no advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity.” 

3. Ecclesiastes 3:19 (GN) “Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits 
them both: As one dies, so dies the other.” 

4. Solomon looked at death from below (on earth). 
a. He saw no difference in the dying of humans from the dying of animals. 
b. The death of a human being isn’t more glorious than the death of an animal. 

a. We have nicer funerals. 
b. We have better burial plots. 
c. But death itself is no different. 

c. From the physical side of things, one cannot determine what happens to the 
person after death – it looks the same. 

 
C. Death is incomprehensible. 

1. It is hard for the human mind to understand something it hasn’t experienced. 
a. When you experience death it’s too late for understanding. 
b. No one can experience it totally and then tell you about it. 
c. Illus: It’s not like eating at Mama Lu’s and telling everyone what it’s like.  You 

can’t do that with death. 
2. Ecclesiastes 3:22 “And I have seen that nothing is better than that man should be 

happy in his activities, for that is his lot. For who will bring him to see what will occur 
after him?” 

3. Ecclesiastes 3:22 (GN) “There is no way for us to know what will happen after we 
die.” 

4. From below (an earthly perspective), we cannot determine what happens to us after 
death. 
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5. So there is that quality of the unknown with death. 
 

Teaching Leader: Comment on Pastor Cory’s view on those who have “come back from 
the dead” and ask for input ( I shared that until you have gone to judgment, a person has 
not really died and experience the fullness of death – none of the testimonies I have read 
talk about judgment). 

 
D. Death is an end. 

1. Death is not THE end, but it is AN end. 
2. Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 “For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know 

anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten. 6 Indeed 
their love, their hate, and their zeal have already perished, and they will no longer 
have a share in all that is done under the sun.” 

3. Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 (GN) “The dead know nothing… their loves, their hates, their 
passion all died with them.” 

4. Death is the termination of life on earth that leads to unhappiness. 
5. As a rule of thumb, most people have trouble with unhappy endings. 
6. Illus: In 1966, I saw a movie, entitled, The Sand Pebbles, starring Steve McQueen, 

who was a mega-star at the time. 
♦ At the end of the movie, Steve McQueen dies. 
♦ The moment he gets killed, a guy in front of me stands up and says, “bummer” 

and walks out of the theater – he didn’t like the unhappy ending. 
♦ At the end of Big Hero 6, there is an unhappy ending, but there is hope of a 

rebirth that takes the edge off the unhappy ending. 
 
Small Group Time:  

1. Share if you have spoken to your family about what is to happen when you die (have 
you ever spoken about your death). 

2. If you were to die tomorrow, are you at peace with everyone in your family? 
 
II. Four ways to comfort others 

A. Be present.  
1. Job 2:11-13  “Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity that had come 

upon him, they came each one from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to 
come to sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 And when they lifted up their eyes 
at a distance, and did not recognize him, they raised their voices and wept. And 
each of them tore his robe, and they threw dust over their heads toward the sky. 13 
Then they sat down on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights with no 
one speaking a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.” 

2. Initially, Job’s friends did well. 
a. In verse 11, they came to him. 
b. In verse 12, they mourned with him. 
c. In verse 13, they kept silent. 
 

3. Based on Job 2, there are three things you can do for others. 
a. Visit them. 
b. Mourn with them. 
c. Keep silent. 

 



3 
 

B. Be practical.  
1. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 

2. Do practical things for those in mourning. 
a. Cook for them. 
b. Clean for them. 
c. Run errands for them. 
d. Baby-sit for them if they have children 

3. Illus: Ministry to widows – church members have: 
a. Put on a roof. 
b. Built a fence. 
c. Laid down concrete. 
d. Put in a security system 
e. Renovated a house. 
f. Did landscaping. 
g. Helped with financial planning. 
h. Prerequisite: The widow does not have grown children or resources to do the 

work for her – although we will assist. 
 

C. Be prayerful. 
1. Philippians 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 
2. The most powerful thing we could do for anyone in need is to pray for them. 
3. Because prayer opens up the resources of God for them. 

 
D. Love them like Jesus. (Remember God’s presence – God is always present… 

sometimes through people) 
1. This sums up the previous three – Love them like Jesus. 
2. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so 
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 
a. The Bible instructs us to comfort others with the comfort with which we have 

been comforted. 
b. What is the source of our comfort? 
c. I think it’s summed up in Matthew 11:29-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you, and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR 
SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.” 

d. It’s the love of Jesus Christ that brings comfort. 
e. If we can just love those who have experienced great loss, they will be 

comforted. 
f. Being present, being practical, being prayerful is to love them as Jesus would. 
g. We don’t need to give them answers, we don’t need to be eloquent in our 

condolences and we don’t need to be replacements for them… We just need to 
love them like Jesus. 

 
Small Group Time:  
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1. If you were present on Sunday, did the Lord bring to mind someone you need to love 
like Jesus? 

2. Share an experience when you comforted someone who lost a loved one. 
3. Share ways in which you have seen others comforted in times of loss. 
4. Share some ways to comfort others in times of loss. 

 
III. Three things that will bring us comfort 

A. Receive comfort from others. 
1. Job 2:11-13  “Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity that had come 

upon him, they came each one from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to 
come to sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 And when they lifted up their eyes 
at a distance, and did not recognize him, they raised their voices and wept. And 
each of them tore his robe, and they threw dust over their heads toward the sky. 13 
Then they sat down on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights with no 
one speaking a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.” 

2. Job had to receive his friends in order to be comforted by them. 
3. Illus: At most funerals, the family sits in the front row and is consoled by their friends 

during the final tribute.   
♦ Some families want to bypass the experience by sitting in a segregated area.   
♦ I always encourage families to sit in the front row and receive the support of 

those who attended the funeral.   
♦ It is healing to the soul. 

 
B. Remember God’s presence. 

1. In Psalm 23:4, the Bible says, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me…” 
a. Sheep are not the smartest animals in the world. 
b. While grazing in the valleys, clouds would sometimes pass overhead, casting a 

shadow upon them. 
c. They would become frightened. 
d. They would look up to the high ground where the shepherd normally kept watch 

over his sheep. 
e. As long as they saw the shepherd, they would overcome their fear and continue 

grazing. 
2. Hence the presence of the shepherd was vital to the sheep, especially in times of 

trouble. 
3. Romans 8:38-39  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
C. Reap the sowing in tears. 

1. Psalm 126:5-6 “Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting.  6 He who 
goes to and fro weeping, carrying his bag of seed, shall indeed come again with a 
shout of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.” 
a. For this morning, I want to emphasize the crying part of the equation. 
b. The Lord says, “Those who sow in TEARS… shall reap with joyful shouting.” 
c. I believe there is a ministry of tears for everyone. 

(1) We all need to cry when moved to do so. 
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(2) There is a ministry that God has for us when we cry. 
(3) I believe that there is a certain quality of sowing that takes place when we cry. 

2. Four things must happen if you are to experience joyful shouting after sowing in 
tears: 
a. You must be willing and able to cry. 
b. You must continue to move to and fro. 
c. You must carry and scatter your bag of seed. 
d. You must conclude by reaping the harvest. 

3. I want to emphasize the first step – a willingness and ability to cry. 
a. Crying is a good thing.  Luke 11:1-44 is “the resurrection and the life” passage. 
b. Jesus’ friend, Lazarus, had died. 
c. Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days, so everyone knew he was dead. 
d. In verse 35, Jesus weeps. 
e. In verse 44, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
f. He wept, even though He knew that Lazarus was going to be raised from the 

dead. 
g. He wept over the present, even though He had confidence in the future. 
h. When someone close to you, who knows the Lord, dies, you have confidence in 

his or her future, but you still cry. 
 

Small Group Time:  
1. Share how you felt when someone close to you died. 
2. Share if you let others minister to you. 
3. Share how others ministered to you. 
 
 

Thought: God weeps with us so that we may someday laugh with him. 
—Theologian Jürgen Moltmann 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


